

		

Environmental Legislative Priorities Oregon, 2011

AFSCME Green strives to bring the voices of working people into the sustainability movement. To do this, we educate, inspire and engage our members to create sustainable communities where the needs of people, prosperity, and the planet are met equally. It is critical that our members’ voices are heard during Oregon’s 2011 Legislative Session. Please stay informed about these key bills because they will have a lasting impact on our members, their families and the future of our beautiful state.  

Protecting Our Members and Their Jobs

The Governor has recommended a 16% cut in the DEQ budget for 2011-13 (DEQ gets about 18% of its budget from the General Revenue Fund). This will also affect the availability of matching federal funds and does not include the cuts that will come from anticipated additional unpaid furlough days. DEQ is already down 100 positions due to cuts and leaving positions open the last several years to avoid layoffs.  DEQ programs face severe cuts: Water quality work in monitoring, pollution reduction, and restoration will be hit the hardest as it receives the most funding from the General Fund. Environmental cleanup, air quality, and solid waste programs will also feel the impacts. Layoffs are likely under this scenario.  Please contact your representatives and tell them we need to protect DEQ employees and their positions in order to preserve our state for future generations! 

Healthy Communities 

Product Stewardship for Oregon Mercury Lighting (SB 529): For safer, more livable communities, it’s time for safer, easier recycling of mercury-containing light bulbs. Fluorescent lights save energy, save money and help reduce climate change, but improper disposal can harm the environment and human health. All fluorescent lights contain mercury, a heavy metal that harms the brain, liver and kidneys and causes developmental disorders in children. Senate Bill 529 would benefit Oregon by establishing a safe, convenient and free collection system provided by lighting manufacturers for households and small businesses.  It would also set a standard to limit the mercury content of all lighting, lowering mercury use and potential hazards.  It would also help educate consumer about proper bulb disposal in turn creating safer communities by protecting human health and the environment. 

BPA-Free Baby Bill (SB 695): This bill has bipartisan support. Senators Dingelder and Boquist are the lead sponsors with Rosenbaum, Atkinson and Edwards cosponsoring. SB 695 bill is consistent with SB 737 which passed in a recent legislative session and directed DEQ to develop a list of Persistent, Bioaccumulative and Toxic Chemicals (PBTs) and to develop strategies to reduce the human health and environmental impacts from these chemicals. Other states have moved forward to ban it from infant formula and baby food containers. BPA is a synthetic estrogen linked to breast cancer and other serious health problems. When used in containers, it leaches into the food and liquids in those containers, ending up in our bodies. SB 695 provides a toxic reduction tool; one that is significant as it focuses on direct contact with BPA by infants and children. Passage of this bill will also protect pregnant woman by eliminating the sale of reusable water bottles that contain BPA. Lastly, it provides consumers with the right-to-know about toxics contained in their canned foods.  This bill supports the environmental goals our members strive to achieve in their local, regional and state government jobs. In addition, passage of this legislation will protect AFSCME families, as well as the families of all Oregonians.
Energy Efficiency and “Green” Economic Development

Jobs and Prosperity Act (bill # yet to be determined): Energy efficiency is a win, win, win when labor standards are attached!  The governor is rumored to release a key bill that sets up a new Jobs, Energy and Schools fund to provide grants and loans for weatherization upgrades in K-12 schools across Oregon.  Such a program would increase jobs in the weatherization industry while reducing energy consumption and saving school districts money on energy bills.  Energy-efficiency projects are among the best ways to generate jobs, the least expensive ways to reduce emissions while helping Oregon become energy independent. The voice of labor is incredibly important when it comes to these types of bills.  Energy efficiency projects are “not truly sustainable” without family wage jobs standards attached.  


Growing the Oregon Tradition 

Modernization of Oregon’s Bottle Bill (HB3145):  In 2009, Oregon Governor Kulongoski submitted a bill (HB2184) to increase Oregon’s bottle deposit to $0.10; add wine, distilled liquor, sports drinks, coffee, tea, juice, and similar noncarbonated drinks to the list of containers covered under the Bottle Bill; and set a return rate goal to Oregon’s deposit law. The bill was initially referred to the Environment and Water Committee and made it through Ways and Means and onto the House floor. It was referred to the Revenue Committee but the session ended in June 2009 with no action being taken on the bill.   Hopefully the outcome will be different during the 2011 Legislative Session. With the arrival of two Bottle Drop centers in Oregon, redeeming containers is getting easier.  Rather than feeding machines one-by-one, 2 bags can be dropped off and the refund is deposited into an account set up by you or your organization.  With this system, schools, non-profits and other social service organizations have an easier time raising funds through can drives.  Modernizing the bottle bill would also have positive environmental impacts since the recycling rate for deposit containers is substantially higher compared to non-deposit containers.      

Plastic Bag Ban (SB 536):  In 1971, Oregon became the first state to pass a bottle bill. Will it be the first state to ban plastic single use check-out bags? If SB 536 passes restrictions would be applied in November to single-use bags in grocery stores and many other retailers.  The bill allows retailers covered by the ban to charge a nickel or more per paper bag used and requires that they come from plants that use recycled fiber for at least 40 percent of their bag-making material.  Eliminating the use of plastic bags, while charging a fee for paper, could have a positive impact on jobs since paper bags are made in Oregon. Plastic bags are a problem because they easily blown around and end up littering our waterways and other natural areas; they are also known to clog sewers and recycling machinery.       



What AFSCME members can do to help:

Send us an email and request to receive updates during the 2011 Legislative Session.  As bills come up, we will send out e-lerts urging members to contact their representative and/or senator.  Send the email to info@afscmegreen.org and type 2011 Leg Session in the subject line.  

Interested in testifying as an AFSCME members? Our caucus is working with AFSCME lobbyists to recruit members who are passionate about one or more of these bills and would like to have their voice heard during the 2011 session.  Please let AFSCME Green know if you or your members would like to sign up (especially if you live in Salem).  

Spread the word to other AFSCME members.  Please share this information with you local! 

If you have any questions, please contact Rosalynn Greene 503-828-8920
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